
Western North American Region 
 
2010 WNAR/IMS Spring Meeting 
 
The 2010 Annual Meeting of the WNAR/IMS was held at University of Washington and 
the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle, WA from 20-23 June, with 
approximately 200 participants. 
 

 
University of Washington Campus 
 
The meeting began with a short course on Multiple Imputation and Survey Analysis in 
Stata 11 by Bobby Gutierrez from Stata. Alicia Carriquiry from Iowa State University 
gave a stimulating presentation on “How are Women Faring at Research Intensive 
Universities? An Analysis of Two Recent National Surveys”,  for the WNAR Presidential 
Invited Address. Jonathan Taylor from Stanford University gave an exciting presentation 
on “Random Fields, Brain Imaging and Geometry”, for the Medallion Lecture.  
 



 
Alicia Carriquiry giving the WNAR Presidential invited Address 
 
Excellent presentations were given by invited speakers: Jessica Chubak from the Group 
Health Research Institute and the University of Washington, Ruth Etzioni from the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Rebecca Hubbard from the Group Health Research 
Institute and University of Washington in the session “Statistical Challenges in 
Comparative Effectiveness Research;” Peter Gilbert from the University of Washington 
and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Bryan Shepherd from Vanderbilt 
University, Jennifer Nelson from the Group Health Research Institute, Andrea Cook from 
the Group Health Research Institute in the session “Statistical Methods in Vaccine 
Research;” Hulin Wu from the University of Rochester, Jie Peng from the University of 
California, Davis, Jiguo Cao from Simon Fraser University, Liangliang Wang from from 
the University of British Columbia in the session “Statistical Inference for Dynamic 
Models;” Jason Roy from the  University of Pennsylvania, Yun Li from the University of 
Michigan, Danping Liu from the University of Washington, Weihua Cao from the FDA 
in the session “Statistical Methods for Missing Data;” Martin T Morgan from the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Hui Jiang from Stanford University,  Elizabeth 
Purdom from the University of California, Berkeley , Ci-Ren Jiang from the University 
of California, Berkeley in the session “Statistical Methods for High-throughput 
Sequencing;” Mei-Ling Ting Lee from the University of Maryland, Jason Fine from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Mei-Chiung Shih from Stanford University, 
Gary Chan from the University of Washington in the session “Survival Methods;” 
Mourad Tighiouart from Emory University, Karen Messer from the University of 



California, San Diego, Antje Hoering from Cancer Research and Biostatistics, Larry V 
Rubinstein from the National Cancer Institute in the session “Statistical Methods for 
Early Phase Clinical Trials;”  Margaret Pepe from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center,  Ying Huang from Columbia University, Holly Janes from the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center, Yingye Zheng from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center in the session “Assessing Accuracy and Performance of Markers;”  Paul 
Gustafson from the University of British Columbia, Daniel Stram from the University of 
Southern California, Pamela Shaw from the National Institutes of Health, Adam Szpiro 
from the University of Washington in the session “Measurement Error: Challenges and 
Implications;” Lisa Ganio from Oregon State University, Alix Gitelman from Oregon 
State University, Lisa Madsen from Oregon State University, Kathi Irvine from Montana 
State University in the session “Spatial Dependence in Ecological Data;” Robert Krafty 
from the University of Pittsburgh,  Li Qin from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center,  Pang Du from Virginia Tech, Anna Liu from the University of Massachusetts in 
the session “ Smoothing Methods for Medical Data;” E Ashley Steel from the USDA 
Forest Service, Bianca Eskelson from the Oregon State University, David Marshall from 
Weyerhaeuser Company, Lisa Ganio from Oregon State University in the session 
“Statistical Methods in Forestry.” 
 

 
Conference Participants Enjoying the Banquet 
 
 



2010 WNAR Student Paper Competition 
 
Congratulations to Jennifer Tom from UCLA for winning the 2010 WNAR Best Student 
Paper Competition (oral and written) for her paper entitled “Influenza A: Antigenic Shifts 
and Diversity Through Time”. Congratulations to the runner-ups for the written paper: 
Gen Novak from the Harvard School of Public Health and Charlotte Gard from the 
University of Washington. Congratulations also to Jacob Bien from Stanford University 
and to Aasthaa Bansal from the University of Washington, the runner-ups for the oral 
presentation. The students received their award at the conference banquet. 
 

 
Jennifer Tom, winner of the 2010 WNAR Student Paper competition and Peter 
(Tony) Lachebruch, 2010 WNAR President at the Banquet 
 
Special thanks to this year’s chairs of the student paper competition Sandra Catlin from 
the University of Nevada and Elizabeth Thompson from the University of Washington. 
We are indebted to the team of student paper reviewers and judges for the students’ oral 
presentations and papers: Todd Alonzo from the University of Southern California and 
Lisa Ganio from Oregon State University.  Students and recent graduates are encouraged 
to submit their manuscripts for the 20011 WNAR/IMS Student Paper Competition. 
Details on the submission process can be found as they become available at the WNAR 
website at www.wnar.org under the link, Student Paper Competition. Students are 
encouraged to plan to submit their papers early. 
 



Special thanks go out to our local organizers Gary Chan (University of Washington) and 
Ying Quing (Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center); Program Chairs Carolyn Rutter 
from the Group Health Institute (WNAR) and Brenda Kurland from the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center (IMS); the invited session organizers: Andrea Cook from the 
Group Health Research Institute, Holly Janes from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center, Jiguo Cao from Simon Fraser University, Leslie Taylor from the VA Puget 
Sound Health Care System, Elizabeth Purdom from the University of California, 
Berkeley, Gary Chan from the University of Washington, Brenda Kurland from the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Mei-Yin Polley from the University of California, 
San Francisco, Todd Alonzo from the University of Southern California, Adam Szpiro 
from the University  of Washington, Alix Gitelman from the Oregon State University, Li 
Qin from the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, Lisa Ganio from the Oregon 
State University, and all our contributed session organizers, chairs and discussants. 
Thanks to the entire faculty volunteer staff and the conference center staff of Biostatistics 
Department at the University of Washington and the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center. 
 
Antje Hoering 


